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The following very able address was dellvel;ed at the Emyth started at Piedmont and Pelzer and which has spread

tneetlng of Groupe No, 1, of South Cacolina bankers heid
November 17th at Greenville. It is'used thropgh the cour-
m,y of- Pres. Lee G. H. Holleman, of the Peoples bank, who
Js. having printed by The Intelligencer Job Printing Depart—
fment sevéral thousand copies for distribution,

By Prosident nui Gontlemen: -

The eondmnns existing in the world today, are mew and
m'lngz to us. all, and the whole world of both p-lities dnd
finande seems to be out of joint and the great body of our
people hke men on &n unknown sea without chart or eompass.
To such an extent does these' eonditions éxist that all kinds
ofpeculmmdatrmgemdmanyottheaowﬂdmhmm
being pmponed!or their betterment. .

I will not in the brief time allotted me nttampt to take up
these world, m&ion.,,or even State-wide conditions; hut con-
ﬁnemyul!uhiupombletnmndlﬂauuﬂumtht
part of the Piedniont country eoveted by the four eounties
mprmnted by .you gentlemen ‘here, pruhnt.. Nor wiil Itry
to mmr ‘the vgried interests of even our own limited territory.
but ialk 10 you as:e conntry banker with a business  experience
of ane-third of a eentury, with the country people, to (ountry |
bankers who must for. t!;amqt quarter of a eentury real with |
and finance for these same country people, and therefore I will
try to make, what I have to say largely apply to yon in your
relations to your farmer eustomers,

1 want to say at the outset, that I dnnotbelmvet.here exists
under the shining sun 3 sturdier or more honest eitizenship |
than the farmers of the four counties which you represent.
My long experience in dealing with them (and my bank has
béen largely a farmers bank) huind:tmtnhmoramim-:
@mttbmmdlmtwbdmﬂmmfﬂmdnmﬂm
splendid manhood of the farmers of Oconee and the fact that
mthelnng;uuofmym eareer in which ﬂ:ytat.qlloms'
to them nung:tadmtmmﬂliom of dollars. onwhidnmy
losties were less than one thotsand dollars speik louder of
mmwmdﬂlﬂuthmmenlogylmwm were |
I&olilmmumdnrymhimu,mdwhatldro!ﬂwml
' pqu.tily toall the counties represented by you,
Gxe"lmnva]y trﬂmuBoouhIriﬂlanmtryJ

' oreahmityhulmnnhlem
of e:.,mm a1 their steriing vir-

all over our counties, brought home markets for cotton and
produce and a wave of prosperity has come to our section of
which our fathers never dreamed. Our lands have grown ia:
value and a new era has come to our eountry, So great hra been.

}our prapeuty in the last ten years ‘egused by the large erops

and remunerative price for eotton and the rapid advance in

{the “rice of real estate that our expansion has been too rapid.

Competition in business of every kind has been keen, and
eredit hag become too cheap, We have forgotten about pay
day, and our farmers, like the rest of us, have spread out too
much, end our very success has weakened our sinews. What
adversity could-not do our great prosperity has accomplished,
and the farmers of our country whom adversity could mot
injure have been injured by fawning politicians, damigﬂqa
and misguided friends. - The polities of fhe last thirty yeats
haye had’too much of appeal to class and class prejudice in
them, . W,rong ideals have been taught until these ideals have
permeated our whole politienl and business structure, and we
EC] todny the sons and. grnmlmna of the men who eame home
from Appomattox and who spurned to accept anything that |,
their strong arms aquld not_get them—we see the sons of
these braye men nursing a new and to us a strange ideal totheir |.
bosors that dangerous and subtle doctrine Paternalism, which.
nfletgmwtomatunt‘yinthehm“dmnﬂsotonrpaople
will poison and eventually-destroy évery semblance of man-
hood. That this ldeuhugmwn mlhownby&hﬁfaahngtbat
exists in the minds of onr people that the State ought to pro-
tect, them agaapst llm in pemn,nl vantuml, nuntil now in this
good year of grace 1914 when althunsh we £ind our fields and
orchards yiclding great: abundance of every kind—a - large’
erop of cotton, a great erop of eorn, and nnpreoedentad crop
of oats and wheat and hay, lmd a erop of tmit that has sup-
plied our wants to thp fullést all summer and has filled every.
to the Tunning o
big porkers are mﬂy 0 be or haye Loen butcberod——p!rm
abounds. -Clemnun ‘and Wmthmp Couagm are runping over

best rmdl, the best mules and hest farm‘mptemeuta ever
known in our land.. The'mountains on which we have
Mahil:jmn aresss: hha,mn- wnarnu mdthe
{shines as bnght a8 it ever dld, and yet notwitltst;ndmg all
ghk,you see May; strange sigit. Gommem whiel: ordi-
m!yhctihmm@ﬂﬁumﬂunm&mm

: and- mq!nh ndmmtw o hegn theara'fdﬁ? b_’“’ raaeimb"le ‘which should now be small ape larger|

than at a ____theyaar,ronrnotamtnllotput
due papers, your biills payable nnpaid, your doctors, preach-
mmmbmhmddqdenotmkindpnﬂﬂetomthmr

vegpomt, at almost every farm housy’

mththemmddughtenotmtmn,werymdend :
| high school in our eountry is taxed tor room. - We have the

1 we ean ﬂtably:hiheeotlminmmﬁm
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‘wi.4years to curse ns; and besides we have aeen our owp legisla-

lure, composed of some of the ablest and best men of our own
State, men whom we honor and respect so completely lose.
their heads thot they actually passed a bill for the State to
vote on—a proposition to pay to the farmers fifty per cent.
more for thejr eotton than its market value and saddle a debt
npon our people that would go down to oar children’s chil-
dren as a eouyenir of the great war of nations.

Wise men say that Europe has gone erazy, is the reason of
l.lns awful war. :

Have not.we too lost our hends? After what has been pro-
posed and done in South Carolina in the last ninety days, T
understand nullification. I no longer wonder at the Seces-
sion ; nor are some later things which have come to us in later
years so hard to understand, We have made the Impression
upon the world that we are at starvation’s door. T=i me read
you these lines:

‘'New York, November 13th.—The cotion’ ball given under
the auspices of the Sonthern soeiety lost night for the benefit
of the fund to aid Southerners in need and inerease the use
:;Jd p,?pulnrity of cotton fabries attracted a large assem-

age.

‘“The Christian Ohserver circulates in the Southern States,
and a large proportion of its subscribers are dependent on
cotton. Many of these are hard pressed for ready cash, and
we are glad to wait on them for payment of their nubacnp-
tion until they have the funds. We count it a privilege to
co-operate with tlmm ‘in this emergency.”’

What do you think of them? Does any of your people need
the help from the Charity Ball in New York? Is it necessary
for any poor church paper to do without its money on account
of the poverty among the customers of your banks? If I were
a sporting man I wotld like to lay a wager that T eonld taks
any four of you gentlemen in my csr and on & drive from
here via Easley, Liberty, Central, Seneca, Walhalla, West-
minster, Townville, Anderson, Williamston, Pelzer, Fork
Shoeals, Fairview, Fountain Inn, Simpsonville and back to
Greenville—this eovers all your territory—and stop at any
one of nine cut of ten of the hundreds of the eountry homes
on the road and give the good lady of the house one hour to
get supper and guara . you a better supper than any of you
hadt at home last night, and T don’t believe that m:a of you
would be fool enough to take the bets

T do not know conditions in other portions o!,ﬂm Bouth hnt
I do know that while the farmers in the counties from which
{you come may be aick and in the hospital, they!laek’s whole
flot of being charity patients, nnd all of this hue end ery
jabout our conglition is hurting our credit and’ wm keap away:
[ from us the {riends we now so much need. ;

'-11I

We all agree and know that the farmers ,ah iose a grea.t
deal on account of ine decline in cotton and it Will hurt some
of them hadly, for which no one sorrows mnn:timn,i, but let
lux: not fose our self-reliance, let vs not mope overit ‘and feel
tuidlmwmthsmtmmnbla. Inuuotgatto
p;tymg ourselves, Wimnem a man begins 10 Pity himself he
has three parts lost out, 1t just simply won't o, 'Ih ie for.
eign to the traditions of our aticestry. At

‘Other men haye: lost money.', Tl;mhaahoenmumonay
!moneﬂuon .mill stocks in the counties you rg rei‘éntinﬁu
past thm years than loases would be :&'J‘:j& mu-
if the entire crop was sold at five eents per pound.” Every-
bodygstnleftnhma,andallourpaoplemﬁ;%hgm.
W~h."aa“ﬁmmqmmmamm 'Wé have
health and sun, and rain; yes, and food fo, dat; Jh's quit.

jjgrambling, roraatmem,mkoanrmoutofourlm

mduurtinonumtukmdhdp thawr‘,d. They

{ean do without elothes byt they must have bread.

Onriandstremnhbnttumphdtogmnthutoeouon
l[nyitmbawmaspmdpmndanee from God to put us
into greater and better -things. Wie can never compete with:
thotrneumn.-bd.t. Itiumlywhenhzghpnmeohmthat

1 tifs chango.is o, come, it tuat bogin with tho bankers:
.. ¥ou must advocate it and finance the peo-
baipg!nﬂn. lthhr&hmﬂm

{of this crisis; niot of th war but of the feeling existi

.mdomtorthﬂuphﬁo!

W&,kﬂodhlpntinhilhw&md
be | Work of Higlping his*fellowmen to higher, nobler

Before closing I want to say a few words to the younger
men here present, Whatever this depression may bring to
the general public, or even in temporary loss to your stock-
holders, to you it is the time of tines, your education as exee-
utive officers in vour banks consiats in the study of men, for
however well fitted you may be in other ways, you must know
men. The last ten years have been poor years in which to
learn them. Any man makes & good soldier on dress parade;
everybody is honest in good times. But now the chaff sepa-
rates from the wheat ; now the rascal shows his hand, and don’t
for get the honest man ghows his hand too; and you younger
men can in the next year or two get a line on the patrons 'of
your bagks that will be invaluable to you and your institu-
tions for the next twenty years. It is the testing time. Learn
well your lessons now and you will save thousands for your
banks in the years to come. Only the older men here, those
who entered business prior to 1893 have had the opportunities
for learning your business that yon now enjoy. These are
privileges that this time brings to you, and they are great in-
doed. This time also brings great responsibility. Are you
bankers ready to assnme them? . In your hands rests the weal
or woe of this.beantiful section. Thrift must be taught the
people; credits must be restricted or expanded us conditions
demands; you must teach the people better financial ideals:
These people will be your customers always. It will pay yon
to give time and care to them. Arrange with the teachers'in
the schools to allow yon to make talks to the children at least
twice during each achool year and take to the children high
ideals of honor and thrift. Tt will be time well spent and will
bring valuable returns in the years to come, And you oweit ,
to your patrons to keep yourselves posted on conditions iff -
every iine and fo give them advice on market conditions n -
which they are interested, They will ook to you. Are'yont |
doing your duty by them day by day? Just now they feel
with one accord that your duty is to get them unlimited sup-
plies of money so that they can hold their cotton. Is this
your duty? Have you studied the situgtion? It is a big
question, . Who knows what the wamb of the future holds in
store for us. 'Who knows but the wise thing for onr farmers
to do is to sell their cotton at once. 1t is now worth seven and
a half cents per pound. At what price are you geing to
advise, yea irsist on them selling it? Don’t you think that it
is nearing, if not already at, the price they ought to sell§
Don'’t you know that Texns will flood the market with cottéi
at a priee little if any ahove this? Would it not be wise to
‘get your customers unloaded now? T think eo. Besides, you
must remember that it will be humanely speaking, impossible

|for your customers to get the price they are holding for,

Have you talked over the matter with them, don’t you know R
tha’ most of them are looking for twelve cents, don’t you thhﬂc e
you had better begin to get that idea out of their mindﬂ %
You must if you wounld be true country bankers: becoms: the
financial ‘fathers of your customers and sometimes, like gl
fathes, you will have to do things Yor yout cliildren’s good G_f
which they will stringently dlaspprove; bul go, ou anﬁ doy ur
duty and in the end they ‘will thank you for it
T might add to this a few words about overdrnftu and mﬁ_- s
due papers, these two cutses of the country banh;hnt Iwill ¢
not, at this tiime take up these things except to say that after . '~
my long experience, I am eonvineed that T never: really he'lpqsl gt
a customer by t!loﬁing arsy overdraft or made a & R
friend for my bank by mnn practice. I beliava aiso that cﬂﬂr Gy
ﬁme yon allowdeuﬂmnertolethm hmgmrduaa{g_
your bank, you ‘weiken his respect both !En- himaelf and for -
you. Teask your tustoiners to value their credit t'lmt tﬁw
will not’ nl]nw their | papqr to hang fire, w'hetller yuu are
|ing for aneh shblfruornot. .
And now, Mr. President, Iam through I mlinM’I
haveﬂmlﬂedhrtmmthemtalkmhndn'_ ;
pect, biit T wanted yoti to see with mb what T think is the &E

own eountry today. Ymnnﬂthmﬁmﬂw:fﬁ;"';':
mthefémoumechmmdudﬂaerﬂﬁwlﬂq
help. You, lhmyopitﬁbﬁ.nexttnthlﬂnlda the Clos
e’lmd!m lﬂdhlppyutlf“blnkwmlmmm_

ulth.ﬁtahtlﬁpm

things. meﬂgoﬁummﬂ&ﬂ&hﬂm”i“.f

fairest land on this sl
the “well m'xor mm‘w
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